Source of Data
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided the 1932 land and water data derived from U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 15-minute topographic maps. The 2000 land and water conditions are based on classified Landsat Thematic Mapper satellite imagery provided by the USGS.
Methodology for Calculating Historical Land Change
The USGS compared the 1932 land and water data to the 2000 land and water data by using geographic information system software to identify land areas from 1932 that had converted to water ("land loss") or water areas from 1932 that had converted to land ("land gain") by the year 2000. In the map depiction, the vast areas of historical land loss appear in red, while the much smaller areas of historical land gain are in light green.
The small areas of land gain are present both in the Atchafalaya Delta and as scattered dredged materials that have been put to beneficial use in various projects. 
Methodology for Calculating Projected Land Change

